
 
Le Passé composé 

 
The passé composé is the most commonly used tense to refer to action completed in the past. 

 

le passé composé = auxiliaire au present (avoir or être) + participe passé 
 

Avoir 
 
Steps in forming the passé composé using avoir: 

1. Conjugate “avoir” in the present tense according to the pronoun. 

 E.g., j’ai, tu as, il/elle/on a, nous avons, vous avez, ils/elles ont 
2. Conjugate the verb into the participe passé. 

 Remove the infinitive verb ending (er, ir, or re) 

 Replace with é/i/u respectively 
 

 
   

 
    I have 

 
 

     You have 
 

 
     He/She has   

 
 

     We have 
 
 

     You (plur.) have 
 

     They have 

 
 



 
Le Passé composé 

 

le passé composé = auxiliaire au present (avoir or être) + participe passé 
 

Être 
 
Steps in forming the passé composé using être: 

1. Conjugate “être” in the present tense according to the pronoun. 

 E.g., je suis, tu es, il/elle/on est, nous sommes, vous êtes, ils/elles sont 
2. Conjugate the verb into the participe passé. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
      I am 
 
       
      You are 
 
 
      He/She is 
 
      We are 
 
   
      You are 
 
 
      They are 

 
 


